S     THE TEACHING OF-ENGLISH IN INDIA
for an appreciation of good writing in English will be
treated in a later chapter. The point to insist on here is
that the standard to which we can normally expect to
bring the school pupil in his six years' part-time study
of English in the high school is ability to understand,
without discouraging effort, simple untechnical English,
 (a)	of ordinary correspondence,
 (b)	of newspapers,
 (c)	of suitable school text-books on subjects taught
through the medium of English,
 (d)	of books on subjects touching the pupil's ordi-
nary life and interests, in plain modern English that can
serve equally, or almost equally well,  for the pupil's
own writing and conversation.
Language and Literature
To attempt more than this (to expect, for example,
an appreciative study of Lamb's Tales from Shakespeare)
is merely to waste effort; it is indeed to engender in
the pupil mental confusion and linguistic inefficiency ;
because we shall be teaching the pupil in the name of
English two (or more) languages at the same time, the
colloquial—the language of daily use—and a literary
language, or more than one literary language if the
•diction and vocabulary of one author chosen for reading
'differs considerably from that of another. The only true
•economy is to teach one language thoroughly, and that
must be the language needed in practical life. To aim
*at literature is to miss the way to language. To aim at
language is to pave the way to literature. These two
sentences should be learnt by heart by every teacher of
English in Indian high schools. Familiarize the pupil
with familiar English all along, and you*kill two birds
with one stone. Aim two stones at the two birds
separately, and you run a risk of missing both.
Writing English
Lastly, the high school pupil should be able to write
JSnglish. The reader will have no difficulty in defining
the standard to be aimed at here. The pupil should be able
on leaving school to write a letter on matters of ordinary

